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Principles 

 

Religious Education is provided in accordance with current legislation and the 

recommendations of the Telford & Wrekin Agreed Syllabus.  We encourage children to 

develop a caring and tolerant attitude towards people with beliefs different from their 

own.  We introduce the children to a selection of world religions, with a secure 

understanding of Christianity.  Assemblies, in accordance with current requirements, 

contain a broadly Christian act of worship.  We believe it important to support parents 

in developing the spiritual and moral values of their child and we respect the beliefs and 

faith of all families.  Pupils share a range of religious festivals, which gives them a 

developing insight into the diversity of British culture.  

 

Aims  

 

We believe that good Religious Education should: 

• Help develop empathy and sensitivity towards others 

• Will provide children with the opportunities to find out what others believe but 

will not actively set out to make the belief 

• Provide opportunities for pupils to ask questions and explore their own beliefs 

• Ensure pupils will encounter what religions have to say about 

        1. Personal worth and value 

        2. Relationships with care of others 

        3. Responsibility and care for the natural world 

        4. Ultimate questions  

• Introduce pupils to the mysterious dimension of life to which religious belief is a 

response 

• Make an important contribution to spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

through the content taught and the approaches used 

• Provide opportunities for developing a sense of awe, wonder, joy and thankfulness  

• Not be restricted to the mere study of religious facts and practises but should 

be taught in a way that is interesting, challenging and relevant to pupils.  It should 

provide opportunities for involvement or experience of some of the creative and 

practical aspects of religious belief. 

• We believe that all beliefs including atheism should be respected 

• Allow pupils to have respect for other people’s views, and hence to celebrate 

diversity in society. 

The legal position of Religious Education 

Our school curriculum for RE meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act 

(ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all children, 

including those in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA allows 

parents and carers to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so 

wish, although only after they have given written notice to the Headteacher. The 

religious education curriculum forms an important part of our school’s Social, Moral, 
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Spiritual and Cultural teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RE 

curriculum is based on the Local Authority’s Agreed Syllabus, and it meets all the 

requirements set out in that document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should 

reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the main, Christian, and 

that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other 

major religions. 

Organisation, teaching and learning 

RE is taught as either a separate entity or part of a topic.  We deliver whole school 

assemblies for three out of five assemblies per week, or a class / year group assembly 

twice a week. These are based on our school values and linked to our Magnificent Me, 

SMSC and any relevant cultural or religious celebrations.  

Reflection and discussion are key elements in our teaching and may contribute to 

classroom or assembly based RE. Children will record their work when appropriate, but 

the work often is discussion based. We organise visits to local places of worship, and 

invite representatives of local religious groups within our community to come into school 

and talk to the children. 

Contribution of RE to the teaching in other curriculum areas 

• English 

 

RE contributes to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills 

of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in Literacy 

have religious themes or content, which encourages discussion, and this is RE’s way of 

promoting the skills of speaking and listening. We also encourage the children to write 

letters, prayers and to record information, in order to develop their writing ability. 

 

• Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 

Through our RE lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that 

underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, making references to the 

Golden Rules, BLP and belonging to our Circle of Friends. This promotes the values and 

attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for others and the 

need for personal responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding 

of other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be positive members 

of our diverse society. 

 

• Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development 

 

Through RE in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual development. Children 

consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help 

them to recognise the difference between right and wrong, through the study of moral 

and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a 

sense of identity in a multi-cultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and 
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values and, in so doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural 

context of their own lives. 

 

• RE and ICT 

 

ICT enhances RE, wherever appropriate.  The children may select and analyse 

information, using the Internet and information sources. The children can take 

photographs of the class acting out a religious story or use a digital video camera to 

record. Pupils can also find the various artefacts in churches by doing virtual tours on 

church websites. 

RE and Inclusion  

At our school, we teach RE to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. RE 

forms part of the school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education 

to all children. Through our RE teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all 

pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with 

special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, 

and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to 

achieve this. 

Assessment 

 

Children demonstrate their ability in RE through a variety of different ways. They might, 

for example, act out / make observations / comparisons a famous story from the Bible. 

Teachers will assess children’s work in RE by making informal judgements as we observe 

them during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work 

and gives the child written or verbal feedback to help guide progress / next steps.  

 


