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Early Years Foundation Stage at Newport Infant School 

 

Intent 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS) begins at birth and continues until a child reaches 

the end of the Reception year. These Foundation years are crucial to enable children to develop into 

resilient, independent learners who are creative and think critically and thus become school ready; 

becoming a Ready Eddie learner. Through the Foundation Stage curriculum, we believe children have the 

right to reach their full potential and be the best that they can be. 

 

Implementation 

Our ethos is that children learn best through active learning, learning through play.  Play helps 

children to learn and develop through doing and talking, which research has shown to be the means 

by which young children think. Our Early Years setting is equipped with a wide range in resources 

across a variety of learning zones that supports the seven areas of the EYFS curriculum. These are 

skilfully developed and planned for by staff to provide meaningful experiences and create learning 

opportunities for pupils across an engaging and enhanced environment both inside and out. Adults 

work alongside children during their play and active learning modelling skills, encouraging 

independence, giving them chance to rehearse and embed newly acquired knowledge and skills, whilst 

providing opportunities to scaffold learning, deepen understanding and challenge thinking. Alongside 

our enabling environment we ensure the children learn through a careful balance of both child led and 

adult led activities. 



 

A strong over-arching theme drives the learning and provides real life contexts for children to develop 

skills and knowledge about their world. This theme, along with the children’s interests and needs, is 

reflected in the environment, which is enhanced to create awe and wonder, and to enthuse children to 

engage in and extend their own learning. There is a clear focus on stories, vocabulary, communication 

and language – all integral skills that enable learning across all areas. We endeavour to adapt our 

offer to meet the needs of each cohort, offering additional support and learning opportunities for those 

who need it, catering for the unique child. We review and reflect our EYFS offer against the seven 

features of effective practice outlined in the Early Years Statutory Framework (2021). 

Our curriculum has been strategically developed to ensure that throughout the year children are 

developing their knowledge in order to achieve the curriculum outcomes for the end of the year; These 

are outlined in our curriculum document. The curriculum journey in Reception year builds upon the 

experiences, knowledge and skills gained during Nursery and also lays building blocks on which 

knowledge and skills are developed in Year One and Two. The curriculum in Newport Infants is 

developed with our children in mind, with a focus upon our community. 

 

Impact 

At Newport Infant School we want to ensure children leave the Foundation Stage ready for the next 

year ahead. We want them to have a rich vocabulary, deep knowledge of stories and be equipped with 

the learning attitudes and characteristics that will enable them to become successful learners. We strive 

to develop readers and writers who are phonically able and independent, mathematicians who have a 

deep number sense, and learners who have experiences that develop a rich sense of the world around 



them. We aim to create happy children, who are good citizens and friends, and who truly love to 

learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our EYFS Curriculum Yearly Overview 
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Autumn 1 
 

All About Me 

Autumn 2 
 

Festivals and 
Celebrations  

Spring 1 
 

Dragons 

Spring 2 
 

The Animal Boogie 

Summer 1 
 

Down in the 
Ocean 

Summer 2 
 

On The Farm 

A range of poems and rhymes from the following texts: 
First poems to read and perform by Ladybird - Poems Out Loud, This Little Puffin : A Treasury of Nursery Rhymes,Songs and Games by 

Elizabeth Matterson 

There’s Only One 
You by Kathryn 

Heling and Deborah 

Hembrook  
 

When I was Little – 
memoires of a four 
year old by Jamie 

Lee Curtis 
 

In Every house on 
every street by Jess 

Hitchman  
 

This is my House – 
Michael Rosen  

 
A Place called Home 

by Kate Baker  
 

Map my school by 

Harriet Brundle  

  
 

Sparks in the sky – A 
Twinkl Story 

 
The 5 Days of Diwali 
by Ajanta Chakrabarty 

and Vivek Kumer 
 

Dipal’s Diwali – A 
Twinkl Story  

 
Remembering – The 

Story of a Soldier by 
Virginia Mayo 

 
The Bear Snores On – 

Karma Wilson  
 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt – Michael Rosen  

 
Don’t Hog the Hedge – 

A Twinkl Story 
 

Little Bear – Suzanne 
Fossey  

Zog by Julia Donaldson 
 
Zog and the Flying 
Doctors by Julia 
Donalson 
 
The Night Dragon by 
Naomi Howarth 
 
Charlie Crow in the 
Snow (Bird Watch Week) 
 
The Great Race by Emily 
Hiles 
 
The Day the Dragons 
Came by Naomi Kefford 
and Lynne Moore 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Animal Boogie 
by Debbie Harter 
 
Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
by Giles Andreae 
 
Night Monkey Day 
Monkey by Julia 
Donaldson 
 
Monkey Puzzle by 
Julia Donaldson 
 
Handa’s Surprise by 
Eilenn Browne 
 
Easter Story  

Sharing a Shell 
 By Julia 

Donaldson   

   
What lives in a 

shell by  
Kathleen 

Weidner Zoehfeld  
 

I can save the 
Ocean by Alison 

Inches 
  

The Singing 

Mermaid by 
Julia Donaldson 

  
  

How to be a 
Pirate by Sue 

Fleiss 
  

The Night 
Pirates by Peter 

Harris 

What the Ladybird 
Heard – Julia 

Monkton and Julia 
Donaldson 

 
Farmer 

Merryweather’s Cow 
– Pie Corbett 

 
Oliver’s Vegetables  
by Alison Bartlett 
and Vivienne French  

 
 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar – Eric 

Carle  



My Map Book by 
Sarah Fanelli  

 
My Village—Rhymes 

from around the 
world by Daniel 
Wright & Mique 

Moriuchi  

 
The Christmas Story  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Communication and Language 
 
Communication and Language is developed every day in Newport Infant School. Through routine, a 
strong and embedded vocabulary rich environment and quality stories and poems we develop children’s 
language and ensure communication and rich language is at the heart of all we do. We ensure that the 
children’s voice is valued, and they are given opportunities to talk freely, developing conversations 
with adults and children. The children have time to talk about events from home, are encouraged to 
talk in large and small groups and express their feelings and thoughts. Our environment is developed 
to ensure that adults and children have space to work together to ensure that communication skills 
can be readily developed. We plan strategically for children’s language development through use of our 
Wonderful Words planning and approach.  
 
Wonderful words 
 
Each week, we carefully select and highlight vocabulary from our topic and texts we are exploring 
that will need in-depth explanation. These words will be modelled frequently by all staff and displayed 
in the reading area on our Wonderful Words tree so that all staff can recap and reinforce new 
vocabulary.  



NELI 
We use the NELI program to assess and target any children whose speech and language development 
may be delayed or in need of targeting.  
 
By the end of the Reception year we want children in Newport Infant School to: 
 

• Speak in full sentences using correct tenses 
• use vocabulary that are influenced from the text they read.  
• Feel confident to speak about their own needs, feelings, and ideas 
• To hold conversations with adults and peers, listening attentively and maintain the flow of 

conversation 
• To make relevant comment and questions when engaged in large and small group activities  

 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. These are: 
 

Listening, Attention and Understanding  
• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and 

actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. 
• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding.  
• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

 Speaking  
• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using 

recently introduced vocabulary.  
• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 

from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.  



• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present, and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support 
from their teacher. 

 
 

Literacy 
 

High quality texts are a key feature of the EYFS curriculum. The books outlined at the beginning of this 
curriculum document not only support all seven areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage, but they 

also provide daily discussions through story time. The children will take part in daily book talk where, 
in addition to features of texts, author and illustrator, the children will be asked to anticipate and 
retell events, discuss key characters and setting, discuss familiar and well-loved stories and develop 
vocabulary through these key texts. Poems. The children will also have a daily story read which will 

also enable these skills, as well as a high reading focus during child-initiated learning where all 
children will have access to books across the continuous provision. Vocabulary is developed through 

thorough vocabulary identification; our wonderful words planning.  
 
 

Reading and Stories – Talking Stories  
 
Each child has access to 1:1 Reading as soon as they begin the blending books on RWI. Once the 
children hit red RWI books the children will engage in guided reading groups, discussing texts, 
answering key questions, anticipating events and developing their fluency and decoding.  
 
 



 
 

We develop comprehensions and word/sentence reading following the RWI phonics scheme. 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

The Three Little Pigs 
 

Model re-telling and 
story mapping 

 
Small world  

Golidlocks and the 
three bears 

 
Story map, actions, 

retell and adapt 
and change 

 
Small world and 

large scale rol-play 

Billy Goats Gruff 
 

Story map, adapt and 
change, own story 

maps 
 

Small world large 
role-play on adventure 

playground  
 

The Enormous 
Pancake 

 
Story map, adapt 

and change, own 
story maps 
Writing story 

 
Small world   

Create your own 
stories – story 
writing/ telling 
writing area 

complete with a 
range of props 

and map 
starters.  

Farmer 
Merryweather’s cow 

 
Story map, adapt 

and change, own 
story maps 
Writing story 

 
Small world and 
large scale role-

play  
 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I know some set 1 
sounds and 

beginning to orally 
blend 

I know all set 1 
sounds and can 
orally blend. 

 
I recognise a few 

tricky words 
 

I am beginning to 
blend cvc words 
independently 

 

I know some set 2 
sounds and can 
blend cvc words. 

 
I recognise some 

tricky words 
 

I can answer 
questions about the 

text I read 
 

I know most set 2 
sounds and can 
blend cvc, cvcc, 

ccvc words 
 

I recognise most 
tricky words  

 
I can answer 
questions and 
make comments 
on what I read 

I can use set 2 
sounds and 
tricky words to 
read texts 
 
I can 
demonstrate 

comprehension 
when reading  
 
GUIDED READ – 
Green RWI Books 

I can use set 2 
sounds and tricky 
words to read texts 
and develop fluency 
 
I can demonstrate 
comprehension 

when reading  
 
GUIDED READ –
Purple RWI Books 
 



 
 
Writing  
 
Below are some of the writing opportunities and progression across the year. The children are given 

writing opportunities across all areas of the environment and writing opportunities are promoted inside 
and outside daily.  

GUIDED READ - 
Purple RWI blend 

books  

GUIDED READ – 
Photocopiable ditties  

 
GUIDED READ – 
Red RWI Books 

 
 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I can give meaning 
to marks I make 

 
I can write my name  

 
I am beginning to 
represent sounds in 

writing  

I can write a cvc 
word/ simple caption  
 
I can write a few 
tricky words  

I can write a simple 
caption / sentence  

 
I can write some 
tricky words from 

memory  

I can write a 
sentence  

 
I can write tricky 

words from 
memory  

I can write 
simple sentences, 
sometimes using 

wow words 
and/or 

conjunctions  
 

I can write using 
my knowledge of 

common 
exception words 
and phonic skills  

I can write simple 
sentences. 

 
I can use wow 
words and/or 
conjunctions  

 
I am developing 
narrative in my 

writing 
 

I can write using 
my knowledge of 
common exception 
words and phonic 

skills 



 
 
Phonics Progress expectations for Reception 
 
RWI Phonics  

 

 
 
 

House and name – 
can you write your 
own name or names 
of others? Mark 

making  
 

What can you do – 
write a word to 

describe what you 
can now do using 

phonics  

Firework sounds – 
use phonics to write 

a word 
 

The leaf – 
phonetical attempt 
at a word - simple 

captions 
 

List of Santa  
Simple captions 

Write a simple 
sentence to explain 
what Chinese Zodiac 
animal they belong to  

 
Describe dragon  

Simple sentences add 
wow word 

 
Aspirations – write a 
simple sentence about 
what you want to be 
when you grow up  

Information text – 
write a few 

sentences about a 
Giraffe  

 
Guess what I am 
– using describing 
words (wow words) 
within a sentence  

 
Billy goats 

Simple sentence 
wow 

word/conjunction  
   

Write about 
mythical creature 
(conjunctions/wo

w words)  

 
How to be a 

pirate – 
instructional 

writing 
 

Writing stories- 
Narrative  

Farmer Merry 
Weather’s Cow – 

developing narrative 
 

Write about trip – 
recount  

 
Butterfly life cycle- 

use of time 
connectives  

 
Planting a bean – 

instructional    
 
  

Autumn  Spring  Summer  
 

Set 1 
cvc words 

Set 2 
 
 

Set 1 and 2 fluency and 
recall 

cvc cvcc ccvc ccvcc 



 
 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. These are: 
 
Comprehension  

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories. 
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems and during role-play.  
 
Word Reading  

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 

some common exception words. 
 

Writing  
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.  
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be ready by others. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Mathematics  
 

We teach mathematics using Kate Burton Mathematics, White Rose Maths and NCETM maths approach. 
We develop skills and understanding in cardinality, composition, counting and comparison.  
 

 
To plan for progression of mathematical skills, knowledge, and concepts we use the progression grids 
produced by Kate Burton Mathematics.  
 
Please see our year mathematics overview plan for more details  
 

 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. These are: 
 
Number 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number.  
• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

How much, how 
many?  
All about me, 
1,2,3!! 

4 & 5, 
Jump and Jive! 
 
Pick and Mix, 
Number 6 

7 & 8, On a 
Plate 
 
Team 9 & 10 

1 to 10, All 
Again  
 
Twenty Plenty! 

Write & 
Remember 
Arithmetic 
 

Maths 
Explorers & 
Pattern Finders 



• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds 
up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double 
facts.  

 
Numerical Patterns  
 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, 

less than or the same as the other quantity. 
• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts 

and how quantities can be distributed equally. 
 
 

 
Science 
 

At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 
 

• To know that living things (animals and plants) grow and change over time 
• To know that seasons change and each season differs 
• Toknow that animals live in a variety of places and have different seasonal behaviour and sleep 

cycles 
• Some materials change because of heat, cold and other elements and some materials have 

properties that can be used for a purpose.  
• Humans can have impact upon our natural environment  

 



Curriculum design to support the children to achieve the desired outcomes: 
(All supported by high quality texts) 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I know and can 
identify ways I have 
changed as I have 
grown from baby to 
young child 

 
 
I can explore the 
materials I find in 
the natural world.  
 
 
 
 
 

I know that Autumn 
brings changes to 
the natural 
environment 
(weather, plants 

and light) 
 
 
I know that some 
animals begin to 
gather food and 
make habitats ready 
to hibernate over 
winter (drawing) 

I know that ice, 
chocolate, and 
cornflour can change 
state.  
 

I know that Winter 
brings changes to the 
natural environment 
and know how these 
changes differ to 
Autumn.  
 
I know that people 
can impact the 
natural environment 
and that recycling 

helps keep animals 
safe and our 
environment clean. 
(focus on land) 
 

I know that 
Spring brings 
changes to the 
natural world and 
can compare these 

to the changes 
that occur in 
Winter and 
Autumn.  
 
I can make 
observations of 
spring flowers, 
noticing how they 
change as they 
grow, just like 

people. 
(Observational 
drawing) 
 
I can label some 
features of a 
flower 
 
I know that some 
animals are 
nocturnal, and 

some animals are 
diurnal (drawing) 
 

I know that 
some animals 
live in shells 
and what shells 
are for. 

(drawing) 
 
I know that 
humans can take 
action to help 
keep our natural 
environment 
clean and safe, 
including 
recycling to help 
our oceans.  

 
 
I understand 
that some 
materials float 
and some sink.  
 

I know that 
Summer brings 
changes to the 
natural world and 
can compare all 

four seasons, 
talking about the 
differences between 
all four.  
 
I know that plants 
change over time 
and understand te 
lifecycle of a bean. 
 
I understand that 

butterflies change 
over time (like 
people and plants 
do) and understand 
the lifecycle of the 
minibeast. 
(drawing) 
 
I know and make 
observations of 
farm animals. 

(drawing) 



 
I know and can 
identify the 
animals that live 

in the jungle and 
those that live in 
the safari.  
 
I can compare 
jungle and 
savannah 
environments to 
each other and to 
where I live.  
 

 
 

 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. Science can be found in the 

Understanding the World Statements which are: 
 
The Natural World  

• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals 
and plants.  

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including 
the seasons and changing states of matter 

 
 
History   



At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 
 

• To know about the lives of people and events that took place in the past and about events and 
people that live now.  

• To know about life in the past and make comparisons and learn about how this compares to life 
now 

• To know some important and significant people from the past and now, particularly people in our 
local community of Newport 

 
Curriculum design to support the children to achieve the desired outcomes: 
(All supported by high quality texts) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I know that I 

have changed 
over time from 
past to now.  
 
I know and can 
compare school 
life in the past 
and now 
 
I know that 

some houses are 
old and some 
houses are new   
 
I know the 
librarian helps 
us to choose 
books to read at 
Newport Library.  

I know that a 

man named Guy 
Fawkes lived in 
the past. 
 
I know Diwali was 
a festival that 
began in the past 
and continues 
today. 
 

I know that 
soldiers fought in 
the past and fight 
for our country 
now.  
 
 
I know that the 
vicar is someone 
who talks about 
god in a church 

and know about 
the vicar in our 
community. (Rev 
Merry) 

I know that Chinese 

New Year is a 
celebration that began 
in the past and is 
still celebrated now.  
 
I know some 
important figures in 
my social community 
such as the local 
chef, dentist, doctor 

and vicar.  

I know that St George 

was a historical figure 
from the past 
 
I know that a special 
festival in Newport 
takes place.  

I know that pirates 

lived in the past 
and can identify 
some key features of 
pirate life.  
 
 

I know that farming 

looked different into the 
past compared to today.  
 
I know that David 
Attenborough is 
important to 
understanding animals 
and the world and 
helping keep our planet 
safe. 

I can talk about the events that happened in my immediate past or are going to happen in the future (On going news time and 
discussions throughout the year) 

 

 
 
 
 



Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. Science can be found in the 
Understanding the World Statements which are: 
 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read in class.  
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling. 
 
 
Geography  
At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 
 

• To know that there are some similarities and differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, such as Africa, China and India.  

• To know that they live or go to school in Newport and can identify some features in the 
environment within school and around the town. 

•  To know that some environments differ, from Savannah and Jungle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I know about my 
immediate 
environment at 
school and my 

journey to school.  
 
I can identify places 
I know on simple 
maps including 
school and Newport. 
 
I can identify and 
talk about buildings, 
signs and landmarks 
I pass on my way to 

school.  

I know that 
countries can be 
found on the world 
map. (England, 

India during Diwali) 
 
 
 

I can identify China 
on the world map. 
 
 

I can talk about how 
environments across 
the world differ 
(Night Dragon’s 
journey)  
 
 

I can identify 
Africa on the 
world map.  
 

 
I know that the 
jungle and 
savannah are 
different, and 
they ways in 
which they differ.  
 
I know that fruit 
comes from 
different places 

around the world.  

I know that 
maps can tell us 
information and 
can make a 

simple map 
(pirate map) 
 
I can use a 
simple map to 
get information 
(pirate treasure 
hunt) 
 
I am aware that 
there are seven 

seas on the 
planet 

I can visit a farm 
and use the map to 
recount my 
experience.  

 
 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. Geography can be found in the 
Understanding the World Statements which are: 
 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 

•  Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and 
contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 
 



Art  
 
At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 
 

• To know that there are a variety of media that they can use to represent their ideas and 
feelings such as pencil, paint, chalk, pastel and collage 

• To know that they can experiment and change colour by mixing and blending colours 
• To know that they can talk about their ideas and thoughts through the use of media and 

materials.  
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Artist focus of the 
half term – Axel 
Sheffler (illustrator 

artist) 
 
I know that I must 
sue colour for 
purpose ( paint my 
self-portrait). 
 
I can paint in the 
style of our artist - 
Painting characters 
from Julia Donaldson 

books  

Artist focus of the 
half term – 
mandala art 

 
I know that colours 
mix and can talk 
about the colours I 
make   
 
I can use pencil to 
draw, beginning to 
explore shading and 
lines (hibernating 
animals) 

 
I can chalk and 
pastel to make an 
autumn picture, 

 
I can use water 
colours to make a 

night dragon 
 
 
I can use chalks to 
make a midnight 
dragon sky  

 Artist focus of 
the half term – 
Georgia O’Keefe  

 
I can use pencil 
crayons to draw 
spring flowers  
 
I can mix colours 
to create a flower 
painting in the 
style of Georgia 
O’Keefe. 

Artist focus of 
the half term – 
Matisse snail  

 
 
Design and make 
a shell 

Artist focus of the 
half term – Ocean 
pictures  



merging the colour 
together.   

 
 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. Art can be found in the 
Expressive, Arts and Design statements which are: 
 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function.  

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.  
 
 
DT 
 
At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 

• To plan, make and begin to review their designs and creations 
• To learn different ways to attach materials through tapes, split pins, string 
• To make a moving picture 
• To make a prop to support role-play and music 
• To use 3D and 2D material to design and make  

 
 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I can build a house 
using 3D building 
blocks 
 
I can make my 
house from junk 
modelling materials 
thinking about the 
shapes and 

materials I want to 
use 

I can make a 
Christmas 
decorating using 
different joining 
techniques (split pin 
and hole 
punch/wool) 
 
 

I can design and  
make a crown for a 
king or a queen 
 
To make a split pin 
dragon  

I can taste fruit 
and talk about 
ones I like and 
dislike  
 
 
To make a giraffe 
using junk 
modelling  

 

I can design, 
make and review 
a rock pool using 
junk modelling 
and wide range 
of media  
 
To make a 
shaker 

instrument  
 
I can design 
and make a 
moving pirate 
plate – simple 
slider  

I can make a farm 
animal mask to 
support my Farmer 
Merryweather role-
play  

 
 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. DT can be found in the 
Expressive, Arts and Design statements which are: 
 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function.  

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.  
• Make use of props and materials when role-playing character in narratives and stories 

 
Music  
 



At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 
 

• To know a range of songs and nursery rhymes, some of which they have had the opportunity to 
perform 

• To know that music has a beat. They can represent this beat through dance or by playing along 
with body percussion and/or instruments 

• To know that music can be played in different ways such as fast and slow and they can 
demonstrate this by responding to music through movement 

• To know that music can make us feel different ways  
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I know that some 
music me feel happy, 
scared, excited and 
some sad  
 
I can learn new 
songs about my body 
 
I can learn and 
perform songs about 
Autumn and Harvest 

 
I can listen to music 
and respond to it 
through movement 
(Dance Macabre) 

I know music has a 
beat. I can try and 
keep to the beat 
using instruments 
(claves) and body 
percussion 
 
I know and can 
sing songs about 
Diwali and 
Hibernation. I can  

change the words to 
familiar songs 
 
I can respond to 
firework music and 
Indian music using 
my body and 
through dance  

I know that music 
can be played in 
different ways (loud, 
quiet, fast and slow – 
link to drums Chinese 
New Year) 
 
I know that music is 
used in festivals and 
celebrations 
 

I know and can 
perform Spring songs 

I know 
instruments can 
be used to 
represent 
something else. 
 
I can create a 
rainforest/jungle 
soundscape. 

I know pirate 
sea shanties 
and can perform 
them with home-
made 
instruments  
 
I can create my 
own pirate song 
by changing a 
well-known tine.  

I know songs about 
summer.  
 
I can create a 
seasons song using 
soundscapes 
 



 
I know the names 
of some instruments  
 

I can learn and 
perform Christmas 
Songs  

 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. Music can be found in the 

Expressive Arts and Design strand which are: 
 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs  
• Perform songs and rhymes. with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music 

 
 
PE 
 
At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 
 

• How to negotiate space and obstacles with safety and showing consideration of others when 
using climbing, balancing equipment as well as playing games in large and small spaces. 

• How to use balls with increasing control to kick, throw, roll, pass and aim 
• How to hold a pencil in an effective grip (preferably tripod grip) to show accuracy when 

drawing and writing 
• To use scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery  

 
 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

To use large gross 
motor movements to 
develop handwriting 
patterns 
(anticlockwise 
movements, left to 
right, loop the loop 
and up down) 
 

To engage in  
parachute and other 
playground games to 
learn how to 
negotiate space 
 

To respond to music 
through dance 
including Diwali 
and Firework music  
 
To develop pencil 
hold  
 
To begin to form 

letters correctly 
(non-cursive) in 
letter groups  
 
c o a d g  
r m n h 
b p  

To balance, climb 
and move in, on, 
around, through, 
under apparatus 
 
 
To develop pencil 
hold  
 

To develop letter 
formation to form 
groups of letters  
 
x y v z w 
l t u i f  
 
 
 
 

 Gymnastics – to 
develop control 
and coordination 
through movement 
and balance (gym 
in the jungle) 
 
To develop and 
writing – begin 

precursive 
formation – lead 
ins 

 
holding pencil 
reading for fluent 
writing  

Ball skills 
To pass, 
through, kick, 
dribble balls 
showing 
increasing 
control  
 
To develop and 

secure precursive 
formation 
 
 
holding pencil 
reading for 
fluent writing 

To play games with 
rules showing 
coordination and 
control over objects 
and equipment   
 
 
To develop and 
secure precursive 

formation 
 
 

Throughout the year the children we continue to practise and refine the skills they have acquired through daily gross and fine 
motor activities and experiences, opportunities to use daily tools like scissors, knives and fork and opportunities to play on large 
equipment such as the adventure playground.  

 
 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. PE can be found in the 
Physical Development Statements which are: 
 

Gross Motor 
• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others 
• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing 



• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing 
 
Fine Motor 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – suing the tripod grip in almost all 
cases 

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 
• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing 

 
 
 
RE 
 
At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 
 

• To understand that people from different cultural communities and religious beliefs 
celebrate different events across the year 

• To understand that festivals that take place across the year have similarities and 
differences to the festivals and celebrations they take part in 

• To know that different places, including in the local are of Newport, are special to people in 
the community and beyond.  

 
 
 
 
 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I know the events 
that are special to 
me such as 
birthdays, christening 
and weddings 
 
I know that the 
church community in 
Newport support the 

local community 
during Harvest 

I know that Diwali 
is a festival 
celebrated by Hindu 
and Sikh people. 
 
I can recognise the 
similarities and 
differences between 
way that Diwali, 

Christmas and New 
Year are celebrated  
 
I know that the 
church is a special 
place where 
Christians go to 
talk to God. I know 
where our local 
church is in 

Newport. 
 
I know that the 
vicar helps people 
talk and think 
about God (vicar 
visit)  

I know that people go 
to the temple at 
Chinese New Year, 
and this is a special 
place of worship. 
 
I can talk about the 
festival of Chinese 
new year and 

recognise how the 
celebrities similar to 
other festivals and 
celebrations I have 
learnt about  
 
I can talk about 
other places of 
worship, including the 
local church.  

I know that 
Christians 
celebrate Easter to 
recognise when 
Jesus died.  
 
I know that Eid is 
celebrated by 
Muslim people 

and how the 
festival is 
celebrated.  
 
I know how many 
festivals have 
similarities and 
differences.  
 
 

I know some stories from the bible 
such as Noah’s Ark.  

 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. RE can be found in the 
Understanding the World Statements which are: 
 

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 



• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps 

 
PSHE 
 
At Newport Infant school we want the children in Reception to achieve the following by the end of the 
year: 

• To know that others have feelings and show awareness of their own and other’s feelings 
• To have the control to wait for what they want and adapt their behaviour to demonstrate self-

regulation 
• To be confident to try new activities showing independence, perseverance and a good Ready Eddie 

characteristics  
• To know why we have rules, follow the rules of the school and the wider community.  
• Develop good friendships with others, taking turns and forming positive ad sensitive relationships 
• To manage their own basic health hygiene 

 
 
 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I know the rules of 
school, why we have 

them to keep safe.  
 
I know where there 
are rules we need to 
follow such as the 
road safety rules 

I can learn about 
how to keep safe 

through Super Sue  
 
I know that I need 
to stay safe online 
and how to behave 

I know there are rules 
we must follow to 

keep the environment 
clean and take care 
of our world  
 
I know how to take 
care of my teeth and 

I know how what 
I eats helps me 

stay healthy.  

I can keep 
myself safe and 

learn ways I can 
help myself stay 
self – PANTS 
 
I know the rules 
I must follow to 

I know that I need 
to eat a range of 

healthy foods and 
can choose the 
correct food to eat 
 



 
I know that bullying 
is unking actions 
that happen several 

times on purpose 
(STOP) 
 
I can use the toilet 
and wash my hands 
independently  

when accessing 
laptops and tablets 
 
I can dress and 

undress 
independently (PE)  
 
 

how dentists help me 
do this (visitor) 
 
 

look after our 
world, 
particularly the 
ocean.  

 
 

I can prepare for 
change as I move 
to Year One 
 

 

Throughout the year the children will be given opportunities and learning activities daily that enable them to develop 
relationships, reflect on behaviour, learn self-regulation and calming techniques (through calm brain) The children will also be 
developing their hygiene and health skills daily.  

 
 
Assessment at the end of the year is against the Early Learning Goals. PSHE can be found in the 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development statements which are: 
 

Self-Regulation 
• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate 

their behaviour accordingly 
• Set up and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control 

their immediate impulse when appropriate  
• Give focused attention to way je teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged 

in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions  
 

Managing Self 
• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the 

face of challenge  
• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly 



 
Building Relationships 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others 
• Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers 
• Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.  

 
Computing 
 
At Newport Infant School, we support the curriculum areas through computing and technology 
activities and experiences. We offer laptop access daily as part of our continuous provision to 
support our maths, literacy and other areas of the curriculum. Below details the more specific, 
planned opportunities.  
 
We deliver online safety sessions every half term. 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Use google earth to 
explore houses in 
Newport and houses 
of our friends in our 
class.  
 
Purple mash – home 
 

Beebots – program 
beebot forward on 
Rosie’s walk  

Diwali Rangoli 
patterns – purple 
mash  
 
Elf yourself and 
write about a 
Christmas elf 
 

Paint tools on purple 
mash – making 
dragon scales 
 
Make an animation of 
the great race  

Program a beebot 
to go forward 
backwards, right 
and left through 
the jungle  
 

Make a pirate 
map and 
program the 
beebot to go on 
the treasure 
hunt.  
 
Take a picture 

and place in a 
pirate – type a 
simple sentence  

Animation on j2e – 
making a moving 
butterfly picture  

 


